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Remarks by Susan Edmondson, President & CEO 
Downtown Partnership Annual Breakfast with the Mayor 
October 2, 2014, Antlers Hilton Hotel 
 
 
Thank you to all of you not just for being here this morning but all year round for being our 
partners in ensuring a thriving downtown. Every day we work closely with private business, 
nonprofits and city and county leadership and staff to create a downtown that is innovative, 
welcoming, livable and valued.  
 
We steward the vision of a vibrant downtown in which everyone can play a part. And much of 
our work is behind the scenes: connecting dots, introducing business prospects to property 
owners, cleaning the sidewalks and shoveling snow at 5 in the morning, advocating for policies 
and resources in the near-term and long-term to improve our city center. With you as our 
members and stakeholders, Downtown Partnership speaks with one powerful voice. But there 
is also power in each of you as employers, property owners, shoppers, and volunteers. Please 
remember to individually thank our elected leaders for thoughtful decisions that improve our 
community, and contact them to share your concerns when support is needed to ensure a 
business-friendly and thriving city center and region.  
 
So, a lot has happened since we gathered a year ago. 

- For the first time in years, construction cranes are making regular appearances, thanks 
to the new ANB Bank building, North Star Bank and new apartment living at Blue Dot 
Place. 

- We partnered with our friends in the Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Services to bring you the only outdoor ice skating rink in the region (and this season we 
will be expanding from six to eight weeks of skating). 

- City for Champions, benefitting not just downtown but our entire region, received $120 
million in state tax increment financing. 

- Design work is deep under way on the Cimarron/ I-25 interchange, which will be a vast 
improvement to the gateway to our city. 

- Downtown became one of only 12 communities statewide certified as a creative district 
by the State of Colorado. 

- Art on the Streets celebrated its 16th year and resulted in the permanent placement of 
two more works of public art, including the Purple Coneflowers on Nevada Avenue in 
memory of Judy Noyes. 

- New stores and services such as Belissima, Vie Boutique, Beauty Bar and B & Company 
are making us all more beautiful. 

- Our new holiday pop-up shop program aims to fill spaces and provide an opportunity for 
new businesses to test fresh concepts. 

- Our 49 flowerpots soared to new heights, our nearly 90 flowerbeds overflowed with 
color and we partnered with Parking Enterprise on streetscape improvements and 
brighter, safer, inviting alleyways. 
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- We have vastly strengthened our connections and support with entrepreneurs, 
partnering and providing support for projects such as Go Code Colorado and StartUp 
Week as well as support for new collaboratives such as The Machine Shop. 

- Field House Brewery, Iron Bird Brewery and Green Man Tap Room have greatly 
expanded the options for beer lovers. 

- First Fridays took off, galleries were packed, and streets were filled with everything from 
taiko drummers to Lindy Hoppers. 

- The Gazette returned to Busy Corner for a ring side seat for all the downtown action. 
They also searched for Kevin Bacon, who apparently was having coffee at The Perk. 

- We launched the Downtown Sunday Market in Acacia Park, giving folks another reason 
to come to our city center for unique experiences. 

- The Urban Singletrack Project cleaned up our creek beds and showed us how underused 
land can turn into an accessible bike experience in the heart of the city. 

- Wild Goose Meeting House creates community through great coffee, beer and wine. 
Carnivores can get their burgers Skirted, Bingo or off the Green Line. Gluten-free folks 
come from miles around to Coquette’s, and SEEDS offers a community approach to 
healthy and local.  

- Live music and live performances have been taken to a new level thanks to the Gold 
Room and The Mezzanine. 

- In partnership with UpaDowna, we just may be the only city in the country that provides 
guided bicycle rides on First Fridays, and we are working with numerous partners to 
build a downtown that is more bike- and pedestrian-friendly.  

- We’ve significantly increased our customer service approach to business attraction and 
retention, helping business owners through every step of the process of opening, 
relocating or expanding their business.  

 
That’s just a snapshot. Not bad. It’s a lot, but I still see it as just a beginning. We have much 
more work to do. 
 
I’ll be frank that one issue has been very troubling this year. Colorado Springs is not immune 
from a national surge in street vagrancy that has particularly impacted cities all along the Front 
Range including Fort Collins, Boulder and Denver. Let me make one thing clear: Downtown 
welcomes all people but we do not welcome all behavior. We are working closely with both the 
Colorado Springs Police Department and human service agencies for both immediate easing of 
these concerns and, by necessity, a more holistic and collaborative approach toward 
permanent change. Thank you, Mayor Bach, for your concern and attention to these matters. 
We know this has been a priority for you, and it is appreciated. 
 
And here’s why we do all that we do. Yes, we love downtown and believe in its future. But we 
do it because we believe in the future of all of Colorado Springs, and as Kathy Loo told us in that 
video, a thriving downtown heartbeat is essential to ensuring an economically thriving city and 
region. We are a city of nearly 200 square miles. So downtown really represents just 1 percent 
of the city’s land mass. But in that tiny 1 percent we represent so much more. What we 
accomplish here, in our 1 percent, supports all our city in so many ways. 
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We are a workforce 23,000 strong, representing 9 percent of our city’s total employment base. 
 
We are the largest concentration of independently owned restaurants in the Pikes Peak region. 
 
We are the 2,000 students from all over the country studying at Colorado College, alongside its 
600 faculty and administrative employees. 
 
We are the over 200,000 room nights available each year at the Antlers Hilton, Mining 
Exchange, downtown Clarion and the new downtown Holiday Inn Express. 
 
We are the more than 100 working artists in studio spaces at Cottonwood Center for the Arts 
and the Saks Building. 
 
We are the 2,500 students at the Pikes Peak Community College downtown campus and the 
1,800 students at Palmer High School. 
 
We are the 50,000 patrons annually of our Colorado Springs Philharmonic attending concerts at 
the Pikes Peak Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
We are the nearly 10,000 ice skaters who enjoyed Skate in the Park last holiday season. 
 
We are the location of choice for entrepreneurs, start-ups, free agents and visionaries at places 
such as Epicentral CoWorking and The Machine Shop. 
 
We are the largest concentration of buildings on the National Historic Registry in the Pikes Peak 
Region. 
 
We are 180 acres of parkland that play host to events such as 5Ks, outdoor concerts, PrideFest, 
Pikes Peak Arts Fest and more. 
 
We are more than $350 million in new development announced or under construction in this 
past year. 
 
We are the 8,000 parishioners in our beautiful, historic downtown churches. 
 
We are beloved local shops such as Poor Richard’s and Terra Verde, anchoring a shopping 
district that is 91 percent locally owned. 
 
We are the hoped-for 4,000 Waldos and Wendas aiming to break a world record at the third 
annual Waldo Waldo 5K on October 26. 
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Our downtown 80903 ZIP code is just over 2 percent of the city’s land mass yet provides nearly 
10 percent of the city’s sales tax revenue that goes to support services and infrastructure 
throughout our entire city. 
 
We are the home of the United State Olympic Committee.  
 
We are veterans marching down Tejon Street in the Veteran’s Day Parade, children splashing all 
summer long in the Uncle Wilber Fountain and the thousands of families ringing in the season 
at the Festival of Lights Parade. 
 
We are you. We are all of you. And you are downtown. Thank you for sharing in our vision of a 
thriving downtown that serves as the economic, civic and cultural heart of our community. 
 
 


